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Part I.  Listening 

Task 1. Listen to the passage about the Bermuda Triangle.   Read the statements (1 – 6) and decide 

if the statements agree with the information in the passage (TRUE), contradict the information in 

the passage (FALSE), or if there is no information on this (NOT STATED). For questions 1 – 6, circle 

your answer in the answer sheet. 

1. People know why planes and ships have 

disappeared in the Bermuda Triangle.    

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

2. American writer Vincent Gaddis wrote a 

book about the Bermuda Triangle.          

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

3. Bermuda, the South Florida and Puerto Rico 

make up the Bermuda Triangle. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

4. People in the past believed that this area 

was the home of Devil and that is why they 

called it the Devil’s Triangle. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

5. Christopher Columbus was the first to write 

about the strange things happening in this 

area. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

6. Sailors believed that sailing ship Daring 

could have suffered in the storm. 

TRUE FALSE NOT  STATED 

(Total 12 marks) 

Task 2. Bob and Jessica are in a lift, going up to the 33rd floor in the building where they 

work. Listen to their conversation. For sentences 7 - 10, choose the best answer, A, B or 

C. For questions 7 – 10, circle your answer in the answer sheet. 

7. Bob 
 

A. is quite busy at work. 
B. went to the conference last week. 
C. watched an interesting film yesterday.  

 
8. Jessica 

 
A. could wear what she liked at school. 
B. was the only vegetarian in her school. 
C. studied at a big school not far from London. 
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9. Bob 
 

A. didn’t have a lot of freedom at school. 
B. was not allowed to play football or basketball during 

the breaks at school. 
C. thinks that his school was beautiful. 

 
10.  Bob A. had to fight at school. 

B. was punished for something that another kid had done. 
C. asked his teacher to bring him another shirt. 
 

(Total 12 marks)              

Part II. Reading 

Task 1. Match the headings A-G to the paragraphs 1-6. For questions 1 – 6, write the correct letter 

(A –G) in the answer sheet. There is one extra heading. 

 

A. Waiting for hours.  

B. How the journey began. 

C. Different kinds of transport. 

D. The journey is going on. 

E. Hitchhiking can be difficult. 

F. Hitchhiking in different countries. 

G. What’s good about hitchhiking? 
 

 
1. ___________ 

In 2007 Jeremy Marie set out to live his dream of going around the 
world by the means of transport he calls ‘the most social’, in other 
words, hitchhiking. His preparations included planning a route and 
setting up his website. He travels light, but he carries a backpack 
which contains the essential things for his journey. Before they saw 
him off, his friends warned him that it would be difficult, even 
impossible to hitchhike around the world. If he had listened to them, 
he would never have left his home country, France.  
 

 
2. ___________ 

For most people, hitchhiking means hanging around at the side of the 
road and holding your thumb out. This does not always work, as 
Jeremy quickly found out. In some countries people consider it rude. 
In other places, if there is no traffic, a hitchhiker will wait for hours. So 
Jeremy often goes to petrol stations to look for lifts, or tries to catch a 
driver’s attention as he slows down or stops at traffic lights or 
crossroads. 
 

 
3. ___________ 

The most difficult countries to find a lift were Italy, where he often had 
to wait for hours, and the USA, where hitchhiking is actually against 
the law in many states. The easies places to get a lift, Jeremy says, 
were the Sudan and Syria. Generally he had little trouble in Africa. If 
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the country is poor, people seem more open to picking up strangers. 
Also if there are few tourists, a foreigner like Jeremy will make local 
people curious. Most of the time, if he is in the right place, one of the 
first ten vehicles will stop.  
 

 
4. ___________ 

For Jeremy hitchhiking is a means of transport which helps him 
understand the world a little better. He says, ‘If you are in a small 
space with a person, it encourages you to talk to them and you learn 
from this conversation. If you hitchhike, you can meet all kinds of 
people who may be rich, poor or unemployed. Everyone has their own 
opinion about their country, which they are keen to share with a 
curious traveller’. 
 

 
5. ___________ 

In some countries, where there are almost no private cars, Jeremy has 
travelled in trucks, on little homemade vehicles, on tractors and even 
on a donkey. Often he meets other foreigners who are exploring the 
same country. In Italy, an Australian who rescued him from a long wait 
in the rain took him on a tour of the country in his camper van for 
several days! If there is a road, there will usually be vehicles. But what 
happens if there is no road and he has to cross a lake, a sea or an 
ocean? The most difficult lifts were those which needed a boat. It 
sometimes took him weeks to hitch a ride on a boat. He couldn’t get a 
lift unless the captain agreed. 
 

 
6. __________ 

After travelling in over a thousand vehicles, Jeremy is still on the road, 
and still excited at every new lift he gets. Each time a driver pulls up 
and invites him into his vehicle, it is the start of a new adventure.  
 
Kate Newbury, Steve Bowden 

 (Total 6 marks) 
 

Task 2. Read the text. For questions 7 - 12, choose the answer (A, B, C or D) which fits best 

according to the text. Mark your answer in the answer sheet.  
 

Donald was a ferryman, who lived in a little house near Carnan Inn, at the southern end 

of the ford. He had a boat on the beach for any travelers who had missed the tide. He 

worked as a shoemaker usually, but there were many late travelers, so Donald earned 

more from his boat than he did from making shoes. 

He had never even travelled to the mainland himself, but he had met many travelers – 

different kinds of men, speaking different kinds of language. 

There were the gentlemen fishermen, who spoke good English and kept their purses 

open. They were friendly with Donald, and he was happy to take them out in his boat, 

teaching them about the lochs and showing them the places where the big fish hid.  
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Then there were the travelling salesmen with their big heavy cases, which made the 

boat low in the water, and caused Donald much worry in rough weather. 

Sometimes another kind of traveler went through the islands, looking for old songs and 

stories. Donald liked them because they were friendly and had the Gaelic. But weren’t 

they foolish people, coming so far just to hear an old song about Fionn and Ossian, dead 

hundreds of years! 

And the drovers, of course. They came west for the big cattle market twice a year, to 

buy the Highland cattle. Always in a hurry, the drovers passed  through the island, 

never once looking at the lovely mountains and deep blue waters of the lochs. 

Mountain, sea, history, song, and story meant little to them; there was no money in it. 

On the ferry they talked only between themselves, and only about cattle. Strange men, 

thought Donald.  

7.  Donald got ________ money as a 
shoemaker than as a ferryman. 
 

A. less 
B. more 
C. not as much 
D. as much 

8.  Donald 
 

A. had visited a lot of countries. 
B. knew many languages. 
C. had met people from different places. 
D. didn’t speak with travelers. 

9. The gentlemen fishermen  
 

A. were generous. 
B. were not interested in nature. 
C. knew a lot about the lochs. 
D. taught  Donald about fishing. 

10. The travelling salesmen  
 

A. were afraid of rough water. 
B. had a lot of luggage. 
C. were always worried. 
D. didn’t like travelling.  

11. Some travelers 
 

A. were not clever. 
B. liked singing and telling old stories.  
C. liked Donald because he spoke 

Gaelic with them. 
D. travelled to hear old songs and 

stories. 
12. Drovers 

 
A. were interested only in their 

business. 
B. liked the nature around them. 
C. thought that Donald was strange.  
D. looked for beautiful cows.  
 

(Total 12 marks) 
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Part 2. Use of English 

Task 1. Read the text. For gaps 1 - 7 choose the correct option A- D. For questions 1 - 7, mark A, B, 

C or D in the answer sheet.  

Imagine not having any rain for over 15 years! This happened in the town of Arica, 

which is close to the Atacama Desert in South America. It is famous 1)__________ being 

the driest place on the planet. Visitors to this strange landscape say it feels like being on 

Mars. They are not surprised to learn that NASA chose to test their Mars Rover vehicles 

here. As for the 2) ____________ continent, it is not what you expect it to be. Taking first 3) 

__________________ is Antarctica with only 2mm of annual rainfall.  

Scientists have 4) ______________ trying to decide on the hottest place on earth for years. 

In 1922, they recorded a temperature of 58°C at El Azizia in Libya. Death Valley, 

California has also 5) ________________ to reach 56°C. When scientists began using 

satellites they realized that they appeared to have been wrong. After checking for five 

years, the hottest place is now known to be Iran’s Lut desert. The ground temperature 

there once hit 70.7°C! 

6) ______________ Canadians would like to think that they 7) _____________ the record for the 

coldest place, cities like Edmonton and Calgary, where the temperature dropped to 

around -41°C on November 23, 2010 are actually quite warm compared with 

Antarctica. At the Vostok research station, near the magnetic south pole, scientists 

recorded winter temperatures as low as -89°C! 

1. A   for B   as C   in D   of 
2. A   drier                     B   dry                         C   driest  D   more dry 
3. A   place                 B   space         C   part                          D   prize 
4. A   were             B   be                         C   been                          D   ---- 
5. A   managed                      B   could                         C   able                  D   been 
6. A   However          B   But                   C   Although                              D   Despite 
7. A   have                      B   hold                          C   win                      D   get 
(Total 14 marks) 

 

Task 2. Use the right forms of the words to fill in the gaps in the texts. For questions  8 - 15, write 

the correct word in the answer sheet. 

 It was still dark, and Pa 8) __________________  (PACK) everything into the wagon. Mary 

and Laura ate their breakfast in a hurry. When the sun 9) ____________________ (COME UP), 

they were driving across the prairie again. There was no road now. So Pet and Patty 

walked through the tall grass. 
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Before noon, Pa stopped the wagon. ‘Here we are, Caroline!’ he said. ‘We’ll build our 

house right here’. 

Laura and Mary jumped out. There was nothing around 10) _____________________ (THEY) 

but grass that reached to the edge of the sky.  

Nearby was a creek. It lay below the prairie, but they could see the dark green tree-

tops. Far away another line of different greens 11) _________________ (LIE) across the 

prairie. 

‘That’s the Verdigris River’, Pa said to Ma. 

Then Pa and Ma took everything out of the wagon and put it on the ground. They took 

the canvas off the wagon and covered all their things. Then Pa took his axe and drove 

away. 

‘Where’s Pa going?’ Laura asked. 

‘To get logs from the creek for our house’, Ma said. 

It was strange and frightening to be without the wagon on the High Prairie. The land 

and the sky seemed too large, and Laura felt small. She wanted to hide in the tall grass 

like a prairie chicken. But she didn’t. 12) ____________________ (ONE) she helped Ma make 

the beds under the canvas cover. Then she went for a walk. 

She found a mysterious little path in the grass, and she followed it 13) ____________ 

(SLOW). ‘What will happen if I 14) _________________ (MEETING) and Indian here?” 

thought Laura. Suddenly she felt afraid and hurried back to Ma.  

When Pa returned with the logs, Laura told him about the path. ‘I saw it 15) 

_______________ (EARLY),’ he said. ‘It’s an old trail, I guess’.  

(Total 16 marks) 

 

Task 3. Read part 1 of the passage about Nostradamus. Use the word at the end of the lines  to form a 

word that fits in the space in each line. For questions 16 – 20, write your answers in the answer sheet. 

Nostradamus’ real name was Michel de Nostradame and he was born 
on 14 December 1503 in St Remy de Provence, 16) _________________ 
France. As a child he was very intelligent, with a  special talent for 

 
SOUTH 

mathematics and astrology. He studied medicine at the University of 
Montpellier, and began to help victims of the plague using his new 17) 
__________________ ideals.                              

 
 

MEDICINE 
18) _____________________, his first wife and two small children later died 
of the plague. 

FORTUNE 
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Nostradamus travelled around France and Italy, and he continued to 
learn and practice medicine. He started to question common beliefs, 
and this caused problems for him on many occasions. Legends began 
to grow about his strange 19) _________________ to predict the future.                                

 
 
 

ABLE 
One of them said that, while he was in Italy, Nostradamus met a monk. 
He immediately went down on his knees, and called the monk ‘Your 
Holiness’. About 45 years later the monk became Pope Sixtus V. 

 

Nostradamus realized that he had extraordinary powers of prophecy, 
and he started writing down his 20) __________________ in the form of 
four-line poems. He quickly became famous                        
throughout  France and Europe, and even Queen Catherine de Medici 
of France wanted to meet him. Nostradamus predicted the death of 
her husband, King Henry II, during a tournament. In 1559 his 
predictions came true. 
(Total 10 marks) 
 

 
PREDICT 

 

Task 4. Read part 2 of the passage about Nostradamus. Complete the gaps 21 - 25 with one word 

that fits the gap. For questions 21 – 25, write your answer in the answer sheet.  

A collection of his strange predictions was first published in 1555 under the name 

Centuries. The word ‘centuries’ refers to the fact that there are a hundred four-line 

poems, or ‘quatrains’, in each book. The quatrains predict events from 21) ______________ 

mid-1500s until the end of the world. People have studied and interpreted his 

predictions 22)  _________________ the sixteenth century. 

But just how 23) __________________  Nostradamus predict the future? He worked with 

books of the occult, and studied the stars using his knowledge 24) _______________  

astrology. He also used an ancient method of predicting the future called scrying, where 

people look into a bowl of water until they have an inspiration or see an image… 

Nostradamus made his poems difficult to understand by using words from Latin, 

French, Provencal, Greek and Italian. This was 25) _____________________ he did not want 

the Church to accuse him of being a magician or a heretic. He also deliberately confused 

the time sequence of his prophecies so that they were more cryptic. 

Some of the events Nostradamus predicted never happened, but a great many of his 

predictions could seem true. Sceptics, however, think that his predictions can be 

interpreted to fit almost any event. 

(Total 10 marks) 
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Part 3. Cultural Knowledge 

Task 1. Read the questions 1 - 5. Choose the correct answer A-C. For questions 1 – 5, mark A, B or C 

in the answer sheet. 

1)   Which band was John Lennon a member of in the 
1960s? 
 

A.    The Beatles 
B.    The Police 
C.     The Rolling Stones 

2)   Which of these English writers created the 
character of Oliver Twist? 
 

A. Jane Austen 
B. Daphne du Maurier 
C. Charles Dickens 

 
3)   I became a hero after my death at the Battle of 
Trafalgar fighting the French. Who am I? 
 

A. Napoleon 
B. Horatio Nelson 
C. the Duke of Wellington 
 

4)  The fictional spy James Bond belongs to which 
organization? 
 

A. MI6 
B. CIA 
C. KGB 
 

5)  Who is the patron saint of England? 
 

A. St. Patrick 
B. St. Andrew 
C. St. George 
 

(Total 5 marks) 

 


